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......................Traditional Nursery RhymeLondon Bridge
from The Nursery Rhyme Cantatafrom arr. Nick Page

.......................................................Daniel ShawThe Bees

The Metropolitan Youth Orchestra of New York
Staller Center for the Arts

Thursday, March 9, 2023 at 7:30 PM

SUFFOLK TREBLE CHOIR

Cara Verity, Pianist
Craig B. Knapp, Music Director

...............Traditional Irish Folk SongÉamonn an Chnoic
arr. Lori-Anne Dolloff(Ned of the Hill)

(№ 1 from Planxty Kelly)Planxty Kelly
Gianna Vozza, Flute

Ryan Brown, Nate Drinkwater, and Vincent Malafronte,

Katherine Rooney and Daphne Saul, Group Soli 2
Group Soli 1

......................................Ghanaian Folk SongPete, Pete!
arr. Victor C. Johnson

Lawrence and Ryan Jannotta, Percussion

.............Claude-Michel SchönbergI Dreamed a Dream
from Les Misérablesfrom

Sophia Cotgreave, Soprano  | Cara Verity, Piano
Winner of the 2022-2023 

MYO Concerto and Vocal Competition



........................ Joan SzymkoMyr, Zaraz (Peace, Now)

SUFFOLK SYMPHONIC CHOIR

Joseph Franzino, Pianist
Brad Drinkwater, Music Director

......................David L. BrunnerYo Le Canto Todo El Dia

.................African American SpiritualGo Down, Moses
arr. B.E. Boykin

................Traditional American Folk SongShenandoah
arr. Kevin A. Memley

SUFFOLK SENIOR TREBLE CHOIR

James Nagle, Pianist
Rachel Nagle, Music Director

Day of Fire and Sun......................................Kate Crellin

 ........................Traditional Bambuti RoundAma Ibuo Iye
arr. Ysaÿe M. Barnwell

.....................................The HighwomenCrowded Table
arr. Andrea Ramsey

Katlyn Smith, Violin
Ava Lopez, Soprano

It Takes a Village....................................... Joan Szymko
Erin Ackerman, Marilena Castoro,

Athanasia Kacharaba, and Sophia Maiorano, Soloists
Lawrence Jannotta and James Nagle, Percussion



I am so very saddened to hear about Clare. She was the
backbone of MYO and was John’s strongest support
system with all aspects of running the organization. I
really got to know her on all the MYO summer tours
together. She was a great lady - kind, intelligent, and
had a great sense of humor. She and John were
inseparable and always won the “Cutest Couple”
award on the tours he led! She will be deeply missed.

From MYO Board President Sandra Baskin:

From left to right: Clare McNeur,
John C. McNeur (MYO Founder and Executive Director Emeritus), and Sandra Baskin

In memory of

Clare McNeur
1949 - 2022



About the Soloist

Sophia Cotgreave



Sophia Cotgreave (Suffolk Senior Treble Choir) is in 8th
grade with Higher Honors at Hauppauge Middle School, and
she is excited to have joined MYO this year! Singing has been
her passion since preschool. Sophia is a participant at
NYSSMA, SCMEA, school Chorus and Select Choir,
government patriotic performances, and she sings as a cantor
at St. Thomas More RCC in Hauppauge. Sophia performs in
community and school theater productions including “Beauty
and the Beast”, “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”, “Music
Man” and she recently played Nala in “Lion King Jr.” Her
other commitments include nine years in Girl Scouts, NASA
Space Camp, and a Leader in Training at Camp Invention. 

Sophia Cotgreave
Winner of the 2022-2023 MYO Concerto and Vocal Competition



About the Music Directors

Brad Drinkwater



Brad Drinkwater
Brad Drinkwater (Suffolk Symphonic Choir) has been
teaching music, including 7th through 12th grade mixed and
treble voice choirs, for nearly 20 years. He currently teaches
choir and music theory at Connetquot High School in
Bohemia, where he also directs the annual Alumni Choir.
Brad served as the pianist for the MYO Suffolk Symphonic
Choir from its inception in 2013 until his appointment as the
inaugural director of the Suffolk Senior Treble Choir in 2019.
He is delighted to be making music with the Suffolk
Symphonic Choir once again, now as music director. Under
his leadership, the Connetquot High School Concert Choir
has appeared at American Choral Directors Association,
New York State School Music Association, and New York
State School Board Association conferences and won 2nd
place in the 2020 American Prize national performing arts
competition. Brad was also chosen as a semifinalist for the
2021 Grammy Music Educator Award. Additionally,
Connetquot’s annual Choral Arts Day event was selected by
Music for All as an Advocacy in Action award recipient. Brad
received his bachelor’s degree in Music Education, with dual
concentrations in voice and piano, from New York University
and later earned a Master of Arts degree from Teachers
College, Columbia University. At NYU, he studied with David
Elliott, Francisco Nuñez, and Deirdre O’Donohue and served
as the Assistant Director and pianist for the NYU Children’s
Choir. He was also recognized at the International
Championship of Collegiate A Cappella for both
arrangements and vocal performances. Brad enjoys working
as a conductor, singer, and collaborative pianist, performing
throughout Long Island—including as a member of the eVoco
Voice Collective. Most importantly, he shares his love of music
with his wife, Lauren, and their two sons.



About the Music Directors

Craig B. Knapp



Craig B. Knapp
Craig B. Knapp (Suffolk Treble Choir) is the current
Elementary Music Department Chairperson in the Rocky Point
School District where he has been teaching Classroom Music
and Chorus, grades 3 through 5, at the Joseph A. Edgar
Intermediate School since 1998. A graduate of the Crane
School of Music, Mr. Knapp has also studied with
distinguished educators and musicians including John
Feierabend, Jos Wuytack, Henry Leck, Francisco Núñez,
Janet Galván, Will Schmid and Bobby McFerrin. Craig is an
Adjunct Assistant Professor at Hofstra University where he
teaches “Conversational Solfege” and “First Steps in Music
with Orff Schulwerk.” He is the co-author of the book, First
Steps in Music with Orff Schulwerk: Sing, Say, Dance, Play
and a contributing author for the book, Feierabend
Fundamentals: History, Philosophy, and Practice. Craig is a
sought-after clinician and choral conductor and has guest
conducted for the Connecticut Music Educators’ Association
Elementary Honors Choir, New Hampshire Music Educators’
Association Elementary Honors Choir, Ohio Music Educators’
Association Elementary All-State Choir, KONY (Kodály
Organization of New York) “Voices United” Festival and
Pennsylvania Music Educators’ Association Elementary
ChorusFest. He has also guest conducted various All-County
chorus groups in New York State for the Dutchess, Monroe,
Nassau, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Schoharie, Suffolk, and
Ulster County Music Educators’ Associations. Craig is actively
involved with NYSSMA (New York State School Music
Association), where he recently served on their Curriculum
Committee and NYSSMA Manual Committee. Craig is the
only educator to simultaneously hold Lifetime Memberships in
ACDA, FAME and OAKE.

https://craigknappmusic.godaddysites.com/
https://www.hofstra.edu/academics/colleges/soeahs/tll/mused/mused-orff-schulwerk.html
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/first-steps-in-music-with-orff-schulwerk-book-g9355
https://www.giamusic.com/store/resource/feierabend-fundamentals-print-g9736


About the Music Directors

Rachel Nagle



Rachel Nagle
Rachel Nagle (Suffolk Senior Treble Choir) began her career
in 2007, teaching high school choir, and elementary music in
the Commack School District. During this time, she also served
as children’s choir conductor through the Stony Brook
Children’s Program, and completed three levels of Orff
certification at Hofstra University. She has since had the
pleasure and experience of teaching all grades, K-12, and
serving as a SCMEA All-County festival conductor. Rachel
received her M.S. in Music Education from Queens College
and her B.M. in Music Education with concentrations in voice
and music in special education from the Crane School of
Music at SUNY Potsdam. She has spent the last twelve years
as Elwood-John Glenn High School’s Choral Director, where
she has cultivated a rich musical community within her
classroom, and established the select a cappella ensemble
“Acappelwood.” In addition to her three choirs, she has been
the director and vocal director of several musical theater
productions. Career highlights include touring Saltzberg,
Vienna and Prague with her choirs, alongside the high
school’s band and orchestra, and the time spent advising the
Natural Helpers and GSA clubs. She is currently teaching
elementary music and beginning choirs, as well as secondary
vocal lessons. Along with this exciting change, Rachel is
thrilled to join the MYO team this year. Rachel assisted in
developing and directing the a cappella group established
through Long Island Children’s Choir (LICC) alongside her
husband, James, and continues to create accessible a
cappella arrangements for contemporary ensembles. In
addition to her teaching, she has enjoyed performing as a
soprano in SOLI, and eVoco Voice Collective’s Treble
Ensemble. Rachel currently resides in Stony Brook, NY with
her husband and their two sons.



About the Pianists

Joseph Franzino



Joseph Franzino

Joseph Franzino (Suffolk Symphonic Choir) holds a
Bachelor of Music Degree in Piano Performance and a
Master of Science Degree in Music Education from the
Aaron Copland School of Music at Queens College.
During his time in Queens, Joseph studied piano under the
instruction of Morey Ritt and voice with Sidney Outlaw.
Throughout his college career Joseph performed in various
recitals, chamber music ensembles, and has played many
times as a collaborative artist. He is a winner of the Aaron
Copland School of Music Concerto Competition, in which
he was selected to perform the Edvard Grieg Piano
Concerto. In addition to actively performing throughout
college, Joseph was also a member of NYSSMA-NAfME
(National Association for Music Education) and MEANYC
(Music Educators’ Association of New York City). During
Joseph’s final year at Queens College he served as the
NYSSMA-NAfME Collegiate President for New York State.
Joseph currently teaches Music Theory, General Music,
and Chorus for the Farmingdale School District. He also
serves as an accompanist for multiple choirs, the NYSSMA
solo festival, and for the Tri-M senior recital. Joseph has
vocal directed musicals for Howitt Middle School and co-
advises the Farmingdale High School chapter of the Tri-M
Music Honor Society. In addition to working for
Farmingdale, Joseph maintains a private piano studio. 



About the Pianists

James Nagle



James Nagle
James Nagle (Suffolk Senior Treble Choir) is a vocal music
educator who has taught in the Connetquot Central School
District for the past fourteen years at both the elementary
and secondary levels. He currently teaches the Connetquot
High School Treble Choir, the Long Island Voices Show
Choir, and Music Theory. He has also provided vocal
direction and accompaniment for the school’s musical
productions and vocal jazz ensemble. In addition to
teaching, James is an accomplished pianist having played
at numerous festivals and performances throughout New
York State. He has accompanied several SCMEA All-
County choirs and most recently has been the collaborative
pianist for the NYSCAME All-County Women’s Choir since
2014. James also served as an artistic staff member of the
Long Island Children’s Choir as both a conductor and
collaborative pianist. In 2007, James received a Bachelor
of Music degree in Music Education from the Crane School
of Music at SUNY Potsdam, where he was honored with
the Susan Smykla Udell Award for Outstanding Piano
Accompaniment. He served as the President and Music
Director of the Potsdam Pointercounts, an award-winning a
cappella group. During that time, he developed his
arranging style and love of performing contemporary a
cappella music as the group successfully competed and
toured throughout the East Coast. James attained a Master
of Science degree in Music Education from the Aaron
Copland School of Music at CUNY Queens in 2010,
receiving the Lawrence Eisman Award in Music Education.
Outside of music, he enjoys playing basketball, swimming,
and going on neighborhood walks with his wife and two
sons. 



About the Pianists

Cara Verity



Cara Verity
Cara Verity (Suffolk Treble Choir) received her Bachelor of
Music Degree from Butler University and her Master’s
Degree in Music Education from Hofstra University. She
currently serves as Music Teacher at Miller Avenue School
in the Shoreham-Wading River Central School District,
where she founded the K-2 choral and musical theater
program. In addition to accompanying the Nassau
Chamber Chorale since 2007 and Suffolk Treble Choir
since 2022, Mrs. Verity has been accompanying youth and
collegiate vocal ensembles for more than twenty years,
including various SCMEA, NMEA, and All-County festival
choirs. She has also been teaching privately for 25 years,
preparing and/or accompanying many singers and
instrumentalists for NYSSMA festivals, college entrance
auditions, competitions, and collegiate-level recitals. Prior
to teaching full-time, Mrs. Verity worked at professional
theaters across the country as a musical director, director,
and choreographer. She also spent many years developing
and running youth theater programs for ages 5-18.





Musicians by Ensemble



SUFFOLK TREBLE CHOIR

Child's Voice
Catherine Bailey, The Laurel Hill School 
Leigha Blandi, Rocky Point MS
Vivian Bridges, Babylon Grade School
Ryan Brown, Islip MS
Charlotte Carruthers, Hauppauge MS
Caris Chabza, North Country Road MS 
Alice Champion, Commack Road Elementary
Lily Champion, Commack Road Elementary
Alexa Colon, Hiawatha Elementary
Michael Colon, Samoset MS
Anna Curtin, Rocky Point MS
Nate Drinkwater, Tackan Elementary
Annika Dunlop, North Country Road MS
Orion Edwards-Wilson, Cayuga Elementary
Ella Garrett, Rocky Point MS
Tyler Gawarecki, Seneca MS
Camryn Hagan, Rocky Point MS
Liam Kuegel, F.P. Long Intermediate
Clara Malafronte, Homeschool
Vince Malafronte, Homeschool 
Emilie Mannoia, Oakdale Bohemia MS
Alexis Meloe, Oakdale Bohemia MS
Mariajose Milanes, Commack Road Elementary
Andrew Nagle, W.S. Mount Elementary
Alexie Pesce, Sagamore MS
Darian Primiano, East Islip JFK Elementary
Owen Primiano, East Islip MS
Chloe Roc, Harbor Country Day School
Katherine Rooney, Tackan Elementary



SUFFOLK TREBLE CHOIR
(Continued)

Reilly Salisbury, East Northport MS
Daphne Saul, Homeschool 
Viviane Scarola, Northport MS
Delilah Sotomayor, Deauville Gardens West
Emily Swift, Sunrise Drive Elementary
Madeleine Tona, Harbor Country Day School
Elliot Torbenson, Setauket Elementary
Samuel White, Sayville MS
Kaylyn Young, East Northport MS
Khrystin Young, Ocean Avenue School



SUFFOLK SENIOR TREBLE CHOIR
Soprano
Erin Ackerman, East Islip HS
Serena Carley, Rocky Point HS
Marilena Castoro, Smithtown HS West
Sophia Cotgreave, Hauppauge MS
Ava Lopez, Babylon Jr/Sr HS
Viviana Lora, Longwood HS
Teagan McGuire, West Islip HS 
Sara Michaleas, Mount Sinai HS
Melina Neofitos, John Glenn HS
Olivia Primiano, East Islip HS
Elliote Salisbury, Northport HS
Cara Scamardella, Northport HS
Madison Turk, Islip MS



Alto
Melina Bennett, Islip HS
Brooke Bockhaus, Southampton HS
Olivia Carley, Rocky Point HS
Gracie DeMarinis, Walt Whitman HS
Melody Guzman, Rocky Point MS
Analise Jimenez, Rocky Point HS
Murphy Jones, William Paca MS
Katie Jordan, Longwood HS
Athanasia Kacharaba, Bay Shore HS #
Annmarie Kosak, Comsewogue HS
Rania Lajmi, Stony Brook School
Sophia Maiorano, Bayport-Blue Point HS
Samantha O’Neal, William Paca MS 
Katherine Orifici, Babylon Jr/Sr HS
Sofia Santos, Rocky Point HS

# ACDA Honors Choir Participant

SUFFOLK SENIOR TREBLE CHOIR
(Continued)



SUFFOLK SYMPHONIC CHOIR

Soprano
Dreshta Boghra, Sachem North HS
Lauren Boland, Connetquot HS
Olivia Cavallo, Babylon Jr/Sr HS
Ava Collins, Longwood HS
Ava Daw, Sachem North HS
Mia Eggstein, Our Lady of Mercy Academy
Melissa Fearrington, Amityville Memorial HS
Mikayla Filetto, Eastport-South Manor Jr/Sr HS
Rhythm Jakhetia, Half Hollow Hills HS East
Alysa Jordan, Longwood HS
Mckenzie Maniscalco, Northport HS
Gianna Marks, William Floyd HS
Valentina Milanes, St. Anthony’s HS
Seraphina Ptaszynski, Sachem East HS
Keyah Raje, Half Hollow Hills HS West +^
Megan Snyder, Babylon Jr/Sr HS
Julia Wachsmuth, Connetquot HS

Tenor
London Alweis, Ward Melville HS
Matthew Escobar, Connetquot HS 
Zachariah Shin, Half Hollow Hills HS East
Robert Silverstein, Farmingdale HS



SUFFOLK SYMPHONIC CHOIR
(Continued)

Alto
Gwyneth Bridges, St. John The Baptist
Simone Carmody, Rocky Point HS
Hayley Colon, Rocky Point HS
Christina Cummings, Eastport-South Manor Jr/Sr HS
Rebecca Gatto, Smithtown HS West +^
Kamryn Goncalves, Connetquot HS
Olivia Hirt, Connetquot HS 
Alexandria Kipp, Rocky Point HS
Mia Lange, Connetquot HS 
Rebecca Leo, Islip HS
Natalie Marroquin, Connetquot HS
Natalie May, Longwood HS
Olivia Moriates, Babylon Jr/Sr HS
Meadow Moscarelli, Northport HS
Dhivya Sampath, Southampton HS

Bass Voice
Joseph Bahr, John Glenn HS
Logan Cirone, Bayport-Blue Point HS
Jack Dowdell, Connetquot HS 
Andrew Rewkowski, Connetquot HS 
Kamani Tucker, Bellport HS 
Daniel Turk, Islip HS
Matthew Umbenhower, Sachem North HS
Emmanuel Watkis, Rocky Point HS
Aidan Wilson, Newfield HS
Gavin Wilson, Newfield HS

+ All-State Participant
^ All-Eastern Participant



The Metropolitan Youth Orchestra of New York (MYO)
is committed to fostering a community of talented young
musicians from Long Island and providing them with an
opportunity to rehearse and perform choral and
orchestral masterworks at the highest possible level with
recognized leaders in music education and
performance. Founded in 1993 by John C. McNeur,
MYO has grown from a 15-piece orchestra to seven
orchestras and eight choirs, serving close to 800
musicians between the ages of 8 and 18. MYO enjoys a
rich tradition of international summer performance tours,
beginning with the 1997 tour to Germany, France, and
Austria through the most recent tour to Italy in July 2022.

About MYO





Board of Directors
Sandra Baskin |

Stephanie Temple |
Ken Davis |

Omid Oloumi-Tousi |
Barbara Lyons |

Debbie Madonna |
Gene O’Brien |

Andrea Somma |
Anthea Jackson |

Anissa Arnold |

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Executive Director
Executive Liaison





MYO Staff

Anthea Jackson |
Max Naftol |



Emily Fischer |
Patrick Bruno |

Samantha Gioia |
Allyson Greenstein |

Todd Greenstein |
Jonathan Kobrinsky |

Juliana Sottnik |

Executive Director
Music Librarian and
Media Specialist
Membership Coordinator
Rehearsal Supervisor
Rehearsal Supervisor
Rehearsal Supervisor
Rehearsal Supervisor
Rehearsal Supervisor
Rehearsal Supervisor





MYO is profoundly grateful for our partnership with the
following schools and churches, who graciously allow our
ensembles rehearse at their sites.

MYO Rehearsal Sites

Connetquot High School
190 7th Street
Bohemia, NY 11716
Dr. Lynda G. Adams, Superintendent
Michael A. Moran, Principal

Patchogue-Medford High School
181 Buffalo Avenue
Medford, NY 11763
Dr. Donna Jones, Superintendent
Dr. Randy E. Rusielewicz, Principal

Saint Dominic High School
110 Anstice Street
Oyster Bay, NY 11771
Dr. Ronald J. Martorelli, Principal

Church of Our Saviour, Lutheran
1901 Northern Blvd
Manhasset, NY 11030
Rev. Marc Herbst, Pastor

First Presbyterian Church
of Oyster Bay
60 East Main Street
Oyster Bay, NY 11771
Rev. Dr. Jeffrey D. Prey, Pastor

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
28 Highland Road
Glen Cove, NY 11542
Rev. Shawn Williams, Rector

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
9 Carlton Avenue
Port Washington, NY 11050
Rev. Lauren T. McLeavey, Rector

SCHOOLS CHURCHES













The Metropolitan Youth Orchestra of New York
acknowledges the following generous supporters

for the 2022-2023 Season:

Donors

BENEFACTORS
($500 to $999)

The Ahuja Family
The Sonnenshein-Aliano Family
The Baskin Family
Vicky Cohen
The Delgado Family
Anthea Jackson
Guoling Shen

PATRONS
($250 to $499)

Jennifer Iadanza
The Kedia Family
The Ptaszynski Family
Stephanie and Bruce Temple




SPONSORS
($100 to $249)

Carney AuYeung
Wallace Bao
Jin Chang
Lishan Chang
Yanping Chen
Kailin Connizzo
Matthew Eisaman
Andrew Fund
Susan Guidone
The Jiao Family
The Kiang Family
The Lyons Family
Sound Beach Music &
The Chabza Family
Joslyn Thomas
Gale Zhang
The Ziff Family

The list of donors continues on the next page



(Continued)
Donors






Jeri Bourguet
Haylee Caserta
Chinming Chang
Susan Christy
The Cronan Family
Carmela DiMeo-Laskaris
Iris and Jon Feingold
Christine Fena
Dawn Gallagher
Elizabeth Garduno
Liana Giordano
Amy and William Gustavson
Sakiko Hayashi
Lady JoseAquino
Kailyn Kim
Tyler James and Teagan Lau

Connie Li
The Lombard Family
Svetlana Malayev
Karen Mannoia
Keegan Brown and Family
Sara McGuire
Cristina Price
The Rebic Family
Robert Rice
The Rudnicki Family
Margot Sfeir
Michael Sottilo
Katherine Sun’s Family
Lei Zhang
Sandy Zhu
Tania Zuzzolo

DONORS
($50 to $99)

The list of donors continues on the next page



(Continued)
Donors

FRIENDS
($25 to $49)

Jodi Baum
Jennifer Ceonzo
Jill Ceschini
Marta Daly
Teresa Dennehy
Frederick Diekmann
Karen Fallick
The Friedmann Family
Maria Gil
Jane Kotsonis
Alice Liu
Sandra Lopez
Nurur Rahman
Brian Rooney
Susanna Stickley
The Theodoropoulos Family
Danielle White
Xinyu Zhao
Joshua Zusmer

SUPPORTERS
(up to $24)

Paul Adal
Mike Burke
Jaclyn Cotgreave
Richard Desposito
Crystal Durrant
Nora Franzese
GiovanniGregori
Kerri Hiotidis
Carin Keegan
CharlesKeevil
Sue Lim
Eric Lomando
Virginia Paduano
Ekta Patel
Aashna Pawar
Jeanne Puma
Scott Resnik
Richard Scalia
Penpa Tsering
Ever Urizar
Jonathan Wesson
Lisa Worthington
Mei Yu





WALK-INS * ICE MACHINES
AIR CONDITIONING * HEATING

SERVICE * SALES * INSTALLATION

Wishing MYO another year of great
performances!

Thank you to MYO for 30 years of service and
touching so many lives with music!

194-5 Morris Avenue
Holtsville, NY 11742
Phone: 631-475-4411

Fax: 631-475-4416





Congratulations to

The Metropolitan
Youth Orchestra

of New York
on your 30th anniversary

2022-2023 season!

From your friends at

Almar Plumbing & Heating Corp.
50 Bethpage Road 
Hicksville, NY 11801 
(516) 740-5900 

Almar Plumbing 
& Heating Corp.



CMIT Solutions of North and Southwest Nassau
516-801-3591




www.cmitsolutions.com/north-nassau





CMIT Solutions of East and West Nassau
516-986-1884




www.cmitsolutions.com/east-and-west-nassau





is pleased to support
The Metropolitan Youth Orchestra

of New York



Thank you for coming
to our concert!

© 2023
The Metropolitan Youth Orchestra of New York

www.myo.org
13 Myrtle Street, 2nd Floor
Manhasset, NY 11030 
(516) 365-6961
admin@myo.org 

http://www.myo.org/

